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Dates for Your Diary

Monthly meetings are all held at
Liddington Village Hall opposite
the church.

Monday 8" March,

7.15pm for 7.45pm

Meeting:  Julie Garbutt from the
British Horse Society.

Saturday 27" March
Driving Day

Monday 12™ April,

7.15pm for 7.45pm

Meeting: Geoff Gregor, a ROADAR
Motorcycle examiner.

Monday 10™ May,
7.15pm for 7.45pm
Meeting: Speaker to be arranged.

Monday 14" June,

7.15pm for 7.45pm

Meeting: Phil Lewis, a ROADAR car
examiner.

Saturday 24™ July

Calne Bike Show We are always looking for

more articles, ideas and
news for the newsletter. If
you attend any group
events then please
remember to take a
camera and send us your
pictures!

Do you have a Topic you would
like discussed, or know of an
interesting speaker? Please
contact Monical!




Forthcoming Meetings

Monday 8" March, 7.15pm for 7.45pm:
Julie Garbutt from the British Horse Society
will be giving a talk. Hear about what it is
like to be a horse rider on the roads.

Monday 12" April, 7.15pm for 7.45pm:
Geoff Gregor, a ROADAR motorcycle
examiner will be speaking. He will be
offering advice to those preparing for their
test.

Monday 10" May, 7.15pm for 7.45pm:
Speaker to be arranged

Monday 14" June, 7.15pm for 7.45pm:
Phil Lewis, ROADAR Car Examiner will be

speaking.
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Events

Saturday 27th March: Driving Day:
See below.

Saturday 24™ July: Calne Bike Meet:
Once again this year we will be supporting
the Rotary Cl ub of Cal
meet. This is the largest free bike event in
the area and this year marks its 10"
Anniversary. Would you be able to help
man our stand? Please contact Monica if
you can help.

Bike Ride-outs: Regular Bike Ride-outs
take place on the 3" Saturday of each
month. Check the Motorcycle Discussion
section on the Web Site Forum for more
details.

u peédntl Morth Wiltshire driving day!

hi ghly successful

driving day will be held on Saturday 27th March. Come along and enjoy the fun! All
you need is your car, a map, and a sense of adventure. Come prepared to spend an
enjoyable day driving, give and receive friendly feedback, and enjoy a good lunch.

We need to know numbers as soon as possible so if you're interested, please let

Monica or Nick know you plan to attend.

The only costs are for fuel and lunch. You drive only your own car. Routes will be

provided (or you can make up your own).

Hope to see you there!

neu

S



2010 Christmas/New Year Meal

=

As a new member of the North Wilts
ROADAR group (as both a car driver
and a motorcycle member) and being
new to the area it seemed a good idea
to attend the Christmas/New Year
Meal at Liddington Village Inn on the
22nd January. This created an
opportunity to meet with members in
an informal environment and get to
know what the group was all about.
My wife, Angela, eldest son Anton and
| were to don our best clobber and
drive the 15 minute route from
Wroughton to Liddington to find the
venue, which upon our arrival we
found to be pretty quiet and empty.

We sat for a few minutes in alarge
dining area in comfortable
surroundings being not quite sure who
was going to be the first point of
contact and how we were going to be
received. Our anticipation was to be
quickly dissolved when Monica arrived,
necessary introductions were
concluded, which was followed shortly
afterwards by the arrival of quite
a large group of individuals, a number
of which sat around us welcoming 'the
new members from Sheffield' in very
cordial manner.

Within a very short period of time we
found ourselves deeply engrossed in a
number of different conversations with
a variety of colourful characters

‘

allowing my wife to demonstrate her
Olympic class multi-conversational
skills before, during and after a very
well presented three course meal.
The evening was to fly past much
quicker than we initially anticipated
leaving us feeling tired but welcome
and included for which | would like to
thank all in the party. During
the evening we were to learn that the
majority of attendees were car driver
members and were informed that the
motorcycle members also met socially
on occasion, which hopefully will give
rise to further opportunities to add to
our network of new friends and
contacts in the area (something else to
look forward to).

I now wait in anticipation for better
weather (as | am sure we all do) and
appointment of a car and motorcycle
tutor so that | can hone road craft skills
used regularly for business and social
pleasure. Summer ride outs and
social gatherings sound quite inviting,
(particularly at this time of year), and |
look forward to dusting off the old Pan
European and wearing out a little
tarmac when the weather will allow.

Tony Wilkes




Many, many thanks for a great night at the North
Wiltshire ROADAR Christmas Meal on the 22" January.

This was our first group social event, having only
recently joined ROADAR, and what a great event it was;
everyone was so welcoming and friendly. We would like
to especially thank Nick who, it turned out, is the group
Chairman, and his charming wife for their company and
for taking care of us during the evening.

It was a good laugh with good food, good beer and
great company; nothing more could be asked for.

So thanks again and please pass on our sincere thanks
on to Nick.

Regards,
Mike & Wendy Ainsworth

Merchandise

Don"t forget t hat W
merchandise available for purchase through
the group. For more information visit the
Merchandise page of the web site.

www.northwiltsroadar.co.uk
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John Brown is obviously a man who
likes a challenge. From primary
school teacher to secondary school
teacher and special educational needs
he bucked the system all the way
refusing to accept the teaching
doctrines of the day by developing his
own methods to help students learn,

rather than simply being taught - with
outcomes to match.

This is a subject close to my heart.
Our youngest son is quite severely
dyslexic and was written off at school.
After much soul searching we
managed to get him a place at
Appleford School  where  they
specialise in dyslexia, and specially
trained teachers work with the children
to get the best out of them in a caring
.,can do" envi

That was a long time ago and he now
has two degrees. He specialises in
teaching autistic children and was the
guest speaker at his old school last
year. We are immensely proud of
what he has achieved but always
mindful of the fact that had we simply
accepted what we were told by the
establishment his life could have been
very different.

And so it is with driving. John Brown
switched careers and brought his
doctrine of discovering the way each
individual student learns to driving
instruction. He has clearly changed
the lives of many people along the
way. Driving as we all know is a lot

February Meeting Report:

John Brown, Author, Teacher and
Driving Instructor

ronment .

more than getting from A to B. | t
about self esteem and independence
which makes a huge difference to
people’s lives, particularly those with
disabilities.

There seems to be no problem too big
for John to tackle even if it means
modifying the vehicle to suit
particularly handicapped candidates.
At times during his talk | found myself
thinking this man is crazy or extremely
brave. He does admit that very

occasionally he has to say - “ Sorr vy,
or

driving is not f
I mpression that it
exhausted every possibility.

Thank you for coming to speak to us
John, but more importantly thank you
for not giving up on people just
because they are a bit different to the
rest of us.

Peter Emmerson
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