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Bikers at Bovington (page 3)  

 
Driving day socialising (page 7)

Secretary:  
Mrs. Monica Graham 

114 Marines Drive 
Faringdon, Oxon. SN7 7UG 

Tel: 01367 242377 
secretary@northwiltsroadar.co.uk 
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Monthly meetings are all held at 
Liddington Village Hall opposite 

the church. 
 
Monday 12 th April, 
7.15pm for 7.45pm 
Meeting:  Geoff Gregor, a RoADAR 
Motorcycle examiner. 
 
Monday 10 th May, 
7.15pm for 7.45pm 
Meeting:  Mohammad Shafie, 
Swindon Borough Council 
 
Monday 14 th June, 
7.15pm for 7.45pm 
Meeting:  Phil Lewis, a RoADAR car 
examiner. 
 
Saturday 24 th July 
Calne Bike Show 
 

 
Do you have a Topic you would 
like discussed, or know of an 
interesting speaker? Please 

contact Monica! 
 

We are always looking for more 
articles, ideas and news for the 

newsletter. If you attend any group 
events then please remember to 
take a camera and send us your 

pictures! 
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Welcome!  
New members: 

 
Car section  - Debbie Lovern, Paul Clifton, 

Doug Clifton 
Bike section  – Stephen Bunce  
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Forthcoming Meetings 

Monday 12 th April, 7.15pm for 7.45pm: 
Geoff Gregor, a RoADAR motorcycle 
examiner will be speaking.  He will be 
offering advice to those preparing for their 
test. Associates please come along and get 
some tips. 

Monday 10 th May, 7.15pm for 7.45pm: 
Mohammad Shafie, Congestion and 
Casualty Reduction Manager, Swindon 
Borough Council 
“Network management plan and its 
impact on growing congestion and road 
safety ” 
 
Monday 14 th June, 7.15pm for 7.45pm: 
Phil Lewis, RoADAR Car Examiner will be 
speaking. A must for you associates’ 
diaries! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events 

Saturday 24 th July: Calne Bike Meet: 
Once again this year we will be supporting 
the Rotary Club of Calne’s Motorcycle 
meet.  This is the largest free bike event in 
the area and this year marks its 10th 
Anniversary.  Would you be able to help 
man our stand?   Please contact Monica if 
you can help. 
 
Monday 27 th September: Bike tutorial 
evening 
See below for details. 

Calling all bikers 

On 27th September  we are holding an evening presentation at Liddington Village 
Hall. 

The theme will be OBSERVATION which is the foundation skill upon which all 
advanced riding is based. 

This evening will begin with a presentation followed by some video footage. 

The idea is to inform and generate healthy dicussion between the bikers.  

The majority of bike tutors will be present to answer any questions arising from 
associates. 

Be assured that there will be more than one opinion!  

There will also be proposals for social events including Ride Outs - your views are 
welcome! 
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March Ride-out, in pictures 

On a thoroughly damp Saturday we went to 
The Tank Museum at Bovington.  

Motorcycling is all about style …  

Mark arrives: 

 

followed by Barbara: 

. 

We pick up Lisy at Marlborough then progress 
to Middle Wallop to pick up Julian and Jo. 

Julian provides mounds of bacon rolls - no 
pictures here, bikers eating their scoff is not a 
pretty sight! After arriving at the museum, 
another cup of tea, that’s why we are smiling! 

 

We peruse the exhibits. A King Tiger tank, 
luckily Julian to the right is a bigger target. 

 

Down in the trenches … 
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we meet the Chairman who enjoys dressing up  

 

Meanwhile Mark finds a new friend. 

 

The museum is highly recommended for a day 
out, maybe the car section should try it! Some 
of the exhibits are unusual to say the least, 
here’s an armoured lorry 

 

.....the armour is concrete!  

 

At the end of the visit Mark cracks one joke too 
many:

 

Finally we get back to our high powered 
machines for the (wet) journey back. 

 

Geoff Sumerling 

Bike ride outs take place on the third Saturday 
of every month. For more details contact Geoff 
– details on the website 

www.northwiltsroadar.co.uk  

Have you been somewhere interesting 
recently that would make a good picture story? 
Submissions to the Secretary. Maybe your trip 
will be the next in print … 

  
Merchandise 

Don’t forget that we have a 
stock of merchandise 
available for purchase 
through the group.  For 
more information visit the 
Merchandise page of the 
web site. 

www.northwiltsroadar.co.uk  
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 Tutor Training with Gloucester RoADAR 

Barbara Sealey 

I was invited to join three days Tutor Training in Gloucester and felt that it would begin my next 
stage in becoming a Bike Tutor. 

Tony Dix and Geoff Brown were providing the training for their existing and prospective tutors. 

Day One - Like all training it’s a great opportunity to look at your own knowledge and day one 
brought this home to me. I was pleased with my level of knowledge with road craft and it also told 
me what I needed to revise. 

Tony took us through the day with pointers on how to begin the session and points to consider, 
we discussed .. 

How to communicate 

Plan a session and execute 

Assess pupils understanding 

Provide feedback and set objectives for the training 

Answer questions 

Tony also gave us some other pointers to consider to help us in our task .. 

 Good points given to make crib notes to ensure you leave nothing out 

 Revise Powder check/pre ride test 

 Revise Highway Code 

 KISS Keep it simple and Safe 

 Identify 3 points to discuss at the end of the ride 

 Get them to discuss/describe the ride 

 Give them something to think about before the next session 

Day Two  - we went through first aid and emergency procedures and then our mock ride. I really 
enjoyed this session as it put all the theory into practice. Tony was very good at getting us to 
remember all the main points. 

Overall I enjoyed the two sessions I did and I feel that I shall consider following this up in the near 
future - it’s not as daunting as you think!! 

 

Have you been taking training recently ? Perhaps you’ve had a day with a 
professional driving or riding coach. Maybe you wen t on a track event and had 
some instruction. We should all be working on our d riving or riding often, to ensure 
we maintain, if not improve our standards. 

Tell us about th e last time you had some training. Where, when, how  long, and what 
you got out of it. Contributions to Monica (secreta ry@northwiltsroadar.co.uk)  
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March Meeting Report:  

Julie Garbutt, British Horse Society 

Unfortunately, the day before our March meeting, our speaker, Julie Garbutt, had to 
be taken to hospital, so was unable to attend. We wish her well and hope to see and 
listen to her at a future meeting. 

Meanwhile the audience were rustled up into two teams, and set to work on a tricky 
Roadcraft and Highway Code quiz. Try your luck with a sample of the questions, 
below. 

The bikers won, by a small margin! 

 

Q - The Highway Code gives places where you must not overtake.  Which one of the 
following is given? 

A. When you are approaching the brow of a hill. 

B. If you would have to enter an area designed to divide traffic if it is surrounded by a 
solid white line. 

C. When approaching a school crossing patrol. 

D. Where traffic is queuing at junctions or road works. 

Q - The Highway Code advises one not to accelerate whilst being overtaken and it goes on 
to give one more piece of advice. Which one of the following is this advice? 

A. Do not give a signal whilst being overtaken. 

B. Move to the left to leave room for the overtaking vehicles. 

C. Slow down if necessary to allow the overtaking vehicle to pass. 

D. Do not give any signal to indicate that you are ready to be overtaken. 

Q - What speed limits (in mph) apply to goods vehicles exceeding 7.5 tonnes maximum 
laden weight when they are driven on (i) single carriageways (not built up areas), (ii) dual 
carriageways, (iii) motorways? 

 

 (i) (ii) (iii) 

A. 40 50 60 

B. 50 60 60 

C. 60 70 70 

D. 50 60 70 
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Sainsbury’s, Swindon, 9.00am, Saturday.  
I roll up in the car park, head to the fuel 
station & fill up.  I then look around the car 
park for familiar vehicles – and can’t see 
any!  Although this is the first time I have 
been to a RoADAR gathering, there are at 
least 4 other people known to me going to 
this same event for the first time, and I 
can’t spot their cars. Where were we 
supposed to meet? Where are my 
telephone numbers?  Of course, I have 
not brought all the paperwork, so I search 
my mobile & find one number – it is 
answered, and I discover that everyone 
else is in the cafe.   

Once inside it is apparent that the 
organiser (Nick) has had to “adjust” his 
matrix (again) as more people have joined 
his list and some have left it.  My co-driver 
is pointed out to me – he can be seen in 
the car park and it is suggested that it 
might be quicker if I went out to him rather 
than waiting for him to come to me!  No 
problemo! 

I meet Mark. He’s driving an MX-5. And 
the roof is down. I suppose if you drive an 
MX-5 with the roof up you’re a bit soft, so 
putting it down makes you seem harder!  
Anyhow, I’m used to open cars, and 
driving in the rain, without heaters. So we 
select Route 1, set up the Sat Nav in my 
car and listen for the glorious tones of 
“she who must be obeyed”. It takes a little 
while to fully understand the Sat Nav as I 
have only used a version on my mobile 
before, but we gradually get into our 
stride. It didn’t take long before Mark 
asked a pointed question which set the 
tone for the day – I knew I had much to 

learn. The route was great, but being my 
first experience of this type of thing, I did 
not give myself my chance to “enjoy” the 
route on this first trip. 

We got back to the car park, swapped 
cars, and decided to do the same route 
with Mark driving, but this time putting in a 
different loop. Mark’s driving style is very 
different to mine – I drive a “luxo barge” 
and drive using torque, Mark drives his 
“buzz box” (he would hate me calling it 
that, so you didn’t hear me say that!) using 
revs. Horses for courses. We discussed 
double declutching, heel & toeing, and 
many other things. I learnt a lot, and I’d 
like to think I gave Mark some food for 
thought. 

A quick lunch at The Village Inn, and then 
I was introduced to Tom. A tall gentleman, 
with lots of “character”. We walked out to 
the car park, and walked towards a row of 
three cars – an S Type Jaguar, a Mazda 
RX-8, and, in between, an M registered 
Nissan Micra. Guess which we were going 
to use? 

Discovered Tom used to be a biker, and 
apart from being a “white van man” in his 
daily life, I think he probably still is a 
frustrated biker. He certainly knew how to 
wring all the performance out of the Micra!  
We chose Route 2. Tom had already done 
it twice this morning, so almost knew his 
way, liked the route, and wanted to play 
more. It was a very “interesting” drive. I 
was quite surprised at how he pressed on 
so. None the less, it was all done safely 
and properly, with Tom adding 
“commentary” to convey his complete 

Driving day is go! 

After many changes to the “matrix”, a total of 24 people foregathered at Sainsbury’s 
on Saturday morning, ready to embark on a driving adventure. Introductions were 
made, and the drivers set off in pairs. They might have been introduced only that 
same morning, but by lunchtime, new friendships had been formed, and lunch at the 
Village Inn was accompanied by a lively buzz of conversation. My thanks to Monica 
once again for help with the organisation, and to all those who took part. Two 
different viewpoints appear below.  Nick Carrington  
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reading of the road and hazards. Then it 
was my turn. In the luxo barge. I knew that 
I needed to work on one particular aspect 
of my driving, and Tom picked it up 
immediately. And I kept letting him know 
that I had not learnt it yet. Never mind, as 
an observer, Tom was faultless, and I 
learnt a lot. 

Overall, a very good day. Learnt a lot.  
Much “entertainment”. Only problem is, 
how am I going to fit another car-related 
pastime in with the others I already do?   
Must speak to The War Office and let her 
know I could be home even less! 

Robert Archard (Under 17 Car Club 
instructor) 
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