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Welcome! 

Welcome to the following new members who have 

joined the group recently: 

Glenn Alderton (Bike)  

Jonathan Roberts (Bike)   

 

 

 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Julie Cane who recently passed 

her car re-test with a Gold grade. 

Also to Jonathan Penny who has passed his bike 

test with a Silver grade. His Tutor was Mike 

Southgate. 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary  

Monthly meetings are all held at 
Liddington Village Hall opposite 

the church. 
 
 
Monday 14

th
 June, 

7.15pm for 7.45pm 
Meeting:  The Highways Agency 
 
Monday 12

th
 July, 

7.15pm for 7.45pm 
Meeting:  Wiltshire Air Ambulance 
 
Saturday 24

th
 July 

Calne Bike Show 
 
Monday 27

th
 September 

Bike Tutorial evening 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have a Topic you would 
like discussed, or know of an 
interesting speaker? Please 

contact Monica! 
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Forthcoming Meetings 

Monday 14th June, 7.15pm for 7.45pm: 

We will be joined by The Highways Agency.  

This promises to be an interesting evening 

so make sure you come along! 

Monday 12th July, 7.15pm for 7.45pm: A 

representative from the Wiltshire Air 

Ambulance will be giving a talk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events 

Saturday 24th July: Calne Bike Meet: 

Once again this year we will be supporting 

the Rotary Club of Calneôs Motorcycle 

meet.  This is the largest free bike event in 

the area and this year marks its 10th 

Anniversary.  Would you be able to help 

man our stand?  Please contact Monica if 

you can help. 

Monday 27th September: Bike tutorial 

Evening:  This will be an evening 

presentation held at Liddington Village Hall.  

The theme will be Observation and the idea 

is to inform and generate healthy 

discussion between the bikers.  The 

majority of bike tutors will be present to 

answer any questions. 

Bike Ride-outs:  Regular Bike Ride-outs 

take place on the 3rd Saturday of each 

month.  Check the Motorcycle Discussion 

section on the Web Site Forum for more 

details.

 

At the recent May meeting certificates 

were presented to our new Car Tutors 

by Chairman Nick. Well done to 

Monica Graham, John King and 

Chris Mawer! 
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From Your Chairman 

With the sunnier weather, and lighter evenings, it's good to see a return to strength 

of the meeting attendance. May's meeting was a case in point.  A good 30 people 

attended to hear Mohamad Shafie, Swindon Borough Council's Congestion and 

Casualty Reduction manager.  What could have been a rather dry subject became a 

very lively discussion, thanks to some well-prepared questions from the audience.  

See Mark's report elsewhere in this newsletter for more detail. 

 

The monthly meetings are a great opportunity for networking with your fellow drivers 

and riders, and as the Group expands, it's good to see some new faces appearing at 

them, as well as the regulars. We have the use of a  splendid venue in Liddington 

Village Hall, and we try to book interesting speakers on your behalf.  All are 

welcome, members, prospective members, and anybody interested. We look forward 

to seeing you. 

With the summer will come an increase in riding and driving activity, and as 

associates keep flowing in, we are always on the lookout for new Tutors. It was a 

particular pleasure to present certificates to three new Tutors at the May meeting. If 

you've passed your test with a Silver or Gold grade, why not consider moving onto 

tutoring as a way of spreading the knowledge?  RoADAR and the Group exist to 

further the cause of driver education in the interests of road safety, and enjoyable 

motoring.  Continuous expansion and evolution are essential to keep the Group 

healthy and in a position to fulfil that mission. 

Nick  
  

Chairman Nick with the new Car Tutors at the recent meeting.  From 

Left: Chris Mawer, Monica Graham, Nick Carrington (Chairman), 

John King 
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May Meeting Report:  

Mohammad Shafie, Swindon Borough Council 

Network Management Plan 

Mohammad Shafie gave us the 

background to Swindon's local transport plan. 

Swindon Borough Councilôs network 

management plan has been constructed in 

response to the department for transport 

(DfT) Traffic Management Act which was 

introduced in 2004 to tackle congestion and 

disruption on the road network. The Act 

places a duty on local traffic authorities to 

ensure the expeditious movement of traffic on 

their road network and those networks of 

surrounding authorities. The Act gives 

authorities additional tools to better manage 

parking policies, moving traffic enforcement 

and the coordination of street works.  

Part of the network management plan is a 

Local Transport Plan (LTP) to set out plans 

and strategies for maintaining and improving 

all aspects of Swindonôs local transport 

system for the period 2011 to 2026.  

Transport is an issue for everybody. It is a key factor in helping to support economic 

growth and regeneration, increasing accessibility to jobs and everyday services, 

improving the environment, addressing climate change concerns and helping tackle 

poverty. The opportunities available to people in how, when and where they travel 

have a major impact on transport patterns as well as on wider quality of life. 

Then we got down to specifics, some of which are recoded here. 

One member, who shall remain nameless, rides blood bikes during the small hours 

of the morning, and has noticed that in Gloucester, when delivering vital samples, 

the traffic lights do not impede progress; they are routinely part time signals. 

Alternatively, in the Swindon area, the member often finds himself sitting waiting for 

lights to change when there is no apparent need. This impedes progress and causes 

unnecessary pollution. 

Another member, a DSA instructor, raised the issue of the lights in the new junction 

at the top of Blunsdon hill. It appears that they are activated by traffic but are not 
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sensitive to the presence of motorcycles. Many times the instructor and his students, 

having sat through a number of phases, have to get another vehicle to move up to 

the pressure pads to allow the lights to go green. On a number of occasions vehicles 

had passed through the red lights having realised that they are not going to change. 

Another member enquired about the complexity of the junction at the bottom of Croft 

Road. The approach from Wroughton is very confusing. There are many sets of 

traffic lights and a mass of marked lanes. Given the success of the magic 

roundabout as a solution to a five point junction, could not a second magic 

roundabout be considered. 

Other discussions included: 

 The bridge on Wootton Bassett road which has never been widened, despite 

there being two lanes each side of the bridge. 

 The construction of a dual carriage way to by-pass Swindon from the north to 

the West. Also a bypass to go from the bottom of Croft road to J16 avoiding 

the need to travel through the old town. 

Although Mohammad had only been in the Swindon area for 6 months, he had a 

good grasp of our current road network and seemed genuinely interested in the 

comments raised and welcomed these discussions and noted their locations. 

 
Mark Sealey 
 
 

Contact details for Swindon Borough Council: 

General Enquiries 

Swindon Borough Council 

Civic Offices 

Euclid Street 

Swindon 

SN1 2JH 

Telephone: 

01793 445500 

E-mail: customerservices@swindon.gov.uk 
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May Ride-out in Pictures 

The objective for the May Ride out was lunch at the Kremlin - which is a pub on top 

of Clee Hill in Worcestershire.  

 

Four of us took part, Mark, Geoff and two new welcome faces, Nick and Paulé 

 

 

Fantastic views of the surrounding countryside... 
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Mark stole a Superbike he found at the pub.... 

 

 

ébut despite his best efforts he didn't get his knee down... 

 

  


