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Secretary: 
Mrs. Monica Graham 

114 Marines Drive 
Faringdon, Oxon. SN7 7UG 

Tel: 01367 242377 
secretary.nwg.roadar@googlemail.com 

Dates for Your Diary  

Monthly meetings are all held at 
Liddington Village Hall opposite 

the church. 
 
Friday January 22nd 2010 
Christmas Meal 
 
Monday 8

th
 February, 

7.15pm for 7.45pm 
Meeting: John Brown, author of 
ñDriving is more about Psychology 
than Systemsò. 
 
Monday 8

th
 March, 

7.15pm for 7.45pm 
Meeting:  Julie Garbutt from the 
British Horse Society. 
 
Monday 12

th
 April, 

7.15pm for 7.45pm 
Meeting:  Geoff Gregor, a RoADAR 
Motorcycle examiner. 
 
Monday 10

th
 May, 

7.15pm for 7.45pm 
Meeting:  Dave Hooper and Rob 
Braybrooke will be speaking about 
their trip to South Africa. 
 
 

 
Do you have a Topic you would 
like discussed, or know of an 
interesting speaker? Please 

contact Monica! 

 

 

 

 

RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders  

North Wiltshire Group  

www.northwiltsroadar.co.uk  

December 2009  

Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 

 

Merry Christma s  

and a Happy New Year  

to you all !  

The Committee 
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Forthcoming Meetings 

Monday 8th February 2010, 7.15pm for 
7.45pm: 

John Brown, author of ñDriving is more 
about Psychology than Systemsò will be 
speaking. 
 
Monday 8th March, 7.15pm for 7.45pm: 
Julie Garbutt from the British Horse Society 

will be giving a talk. 

Monday 12th April, 7.15pm for 7.45pm: 

Geoff Gregor, a RoADAR motorcycle 

examiner will be speaking.  He will be 

offering advice to those preparing for their 

test. 

Monday 10th May, 7.15pm for 7.45pm: 
Dave Hooper and Rob Braybrooke will be 

speaking about their recent trip to South 

Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events 

 

Friday January 22nd 2010: 

Christmas/New Year Meal, 7.00pm for 

7.30pm.  The North Wilts RoADAR annual 

Christmas/New Year meal will take place 

during the evening of the 22nd January at 

the Village Inn in Liddington.  The Menu is 

at the end of this newsletter.  To reserve 

your place send your cheque made payable 

to RoADAR North Wilts Group to Monica, 

including your Menu choices please.  This 

is very popular and numbers are limited so 

book quickly! Husbands/wives, partners 

and friends are all welcome.  Payment and 

menu choices must be received by the 

5th January as we need to confirm 

numbers with the Village Inn.   

 

Saturday March 27th: Driving Day.  We 

will be running the 2nd North Wilts RoADAR 

driving day.  Further details will be provided 

nearer the time, but contact Nick Carrington 

if you are interested. 

Bike Ride-outs:  Regular Bike Ride-outs 

take place on the 3rd Saturday of each 

month.  Check the Motorcycle Discussion 

section on the Web Site Forum for more 

details. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Aid anyone? 

We are hoping to run another First 

Aid course, but need sufficient 

numbers before we can organise a 

course.  Would you be interested?  

Or do you know others that would 

like to join us?  The likely cost 

would be around £60 each.  Let 

Monica know if you are interested. 

 

 
Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Simon Dorset who recently 

passed his bike re-test with a Gold grade. 
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Merchandise 

Donôt forget that we have a stock of merchandise available 

for purchase through the group.  For more information visit 

the Merchandise page of the web site. 

www.northwiltsroadar.co.uk  

 

Problems with your seat 

belt?   

I had to have my driverôs seat belt 

altered and could not find anywhere 

locally to get it done.  Eventually I 

found this company that specialises 

in seat belts and harnesses:  

Quickfit Safety Belt Service, 

Stanmore, Middlesex. HA7 1EP, tel: 

0208 2060101.  Monica 

 

 
Get well soon, Geoff. 

A few of you will know that our previous chairman, Geoff Sumerling, has 

recently been in hospital. After going in for a check, it was a bit of a shock to 

him to be kept in for a further two weeks, emerging with a triple heart bypass!  

The surgery was very successful, and Geoff is now recuperating at home.  We 

may see him again soon after Christmas, and he hopes to be back on his bike 

in the Spring.  We wish you well Geoff, and send best wishes for your recovery. 

Nick Carrington 

 

 

Welcome to the following members 

who have joined the group recently: 

David King (bike) 

Colin Rodens (car and bike) 

Tony Wilkes (car and bike) 

David Woodman (bike) 

The BBC have recently launched a new section on their web site, Crash: Death on 

Britainôs Roads.  It includes an interactive guide, complete with a map showing 

every fatal collision between 1999-2008. It makes interesting reading.  See it at:  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8401344.stm  

 

http://www.northwiltsroadar.co.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8401344.stm
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November Ride-out ï Penderyn Distillery

Since passing my test five years ago I have 

always been a fair weather biker.  I also 

really wanted to sharpen up my skills with a 

ride-out so, when I learnt that the weather 

was expected to be dreadful on the 

Saturday of Novemberôs ride-out to Wales, I 

decided that, instead of bowing out that 

day, it would help to make me a better rider 

if I tackled the inclement forecast. 

So I set off from home at 07.45 and, after 

fuelling up in Highworth, I arrived at Tescoôs 

to meet Simon.  Shortly afterwards, Mark 

appeared. 

My first worry was that I would be riding the 

only bike without a fairingéand sure 

enough I was! 

We set off to pick up Julian (on another 

faired bike), then on to the M4 where we 

settled down into a really nice pace.  We 

stopped for fuel at the services, then carried 

on, along some really nice twisters which, 

even in the steady, but not too heavy rain, 

were a real joy to ride on a bike.  We 

continued onto a nice little bikerôs cafe 

where we fuelled ourselves up. 

We then set off for the Penderyn Distillery.  

On arrival we found an empty car park 

which seemed to fill up the moment we got 

off the bikes. It was a new building with 

friendly staff offering somewhere for our 

damp clothing. The tour was informative 

and interesting. I had no idea that so much 

barrelling and chopping and changing of 

flavours went into making whiskey. 

After a little shopping - some more than 

others (not to mention any names, Mark) - 

we suited up for the journey home. By this 

time it was pouring down! 

I recently bought new waterproof trousers 

but found out that they leaked the second I 

got on the bike!  As a few miles passed, I 

could feel the wet slowly seeping down my 

legs, but there was nothing I could do now. 

The traffic was really busy and I struggled 

to see Simon and Julian in my mirrors.  The 

roads were quite wet by this time with many 

run-off streams crossing the path ahead. 

However, all seemed well. 

We stopped at the services and enjoyed a 

BK. I apologised to the staff about the 

puddles beneath our seating area but they 

were fine about it. 

Then we set off for home. It was still 

pouring down and the wind seemed to be 

picking up so I was a bit worried about the 

bridge crossing. My fears were justified as 

the gusts made me really unsteady so I 

slowed to 40 mph sometimes 30. 

After the crossing all I wanted now was to 

be in the warm, so I upped the pace to 

make better time.  The traffic was well 

spaced out, although the ride home still 

seemed to last forever. 

After leaving the motorway I surprised 

myself as to how good the bike and I were 

performing on the wet bends.  I made it 

home safe, although absolutely drenched. 

I soon warmed up and had a nice hot bath.  

I found myself having really enjoyed the 

ride-out, even with the bad weather.  

Thanks to the group for making my riding 

that little bit better. 

Jon Lodge 
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TESTING YOUR BRAKES

It is good to see that 

the new edition of 

Roadcraft gives a 

more in-depth 

explanation of the 

brake testing. 

Testing Your Brakes 

Check the brakes every time you use your 

vehicle, both before you move off and when 

the vehicle is moving. 

The Stationary Test 

Check that the brake pedal moves freely 

and gives a firm, positive pressure.  

Physically check that the Handbrake* 

secures the vehicle. (* can be referred to as 

ñParking Brakeò) 

The Moving Brake Test 

The purpose of the Moving Brake Test is to: 

 Check that the vehicle pulls up in a 
straight line under progressive 
braking. 

 Learn how much to press the brake 
pedal in that particular vehicle. 

 Identify any unexpected problems. 

Brakes are the most important part of the 

vehicle and a Moving Brake Test is vital 

when you move off in an unfamiliar vehicle 

that you may need to drive in demanding 

conditions at higher speeds. 

Test the footbrake as soon as possible after 

moving off. Always consider the safety and 

convenience of other road users before you 

do a moving test. 

 Check the road is clear behind you 
and accelerate briskly to reach 25-

30mph.  (I suggest checking that 
there is nothing in front, nothing 
behind and nothing to either side). 

 Declutch (to avoid engine braking 
interfering with the test).  

 Gripping the wheel lightly, brake 
gradually and progressively, not 
harshly. 

 Feel for anything unusual, (e.g. a 
tendency to pull to one side, any 
vibration or pulsing through the brake 
pedal), and listen for anything 
unusual (e.g. noise from the brakes 
could mean that they are binding). 

 Release the pedal before you reach 
a standstill to check that the brakes 
release fully and are not binding.  
(This means not coming to a 
complete stop. Reduce your speed 
to about 10mph). 

Generally the commentary is thus: 

Give a warning to passengers or the 

examiner. 

ñPrepare for Moving Brake Testéò 

ñBraking nowéò 

Apply light pedal pressure and then firm 

up the braking. Ease off the brakes as 

the speed reduces. 

If all is well: 

ñVehicle pulls up evenly with no 

adverse effect on the steering.  

Checking all around and moving 

on...ò 

Hope this helps!   

Chris Gleed 



 

Christmas/New Year Meal Menu 2010 

Village Inn, Liddington 

Friday January 22nd, 7.00pm for 7.30pm 

Soup of the day 

Melon and Prawn Cocktail 

Pate with Melba Toast 

***** 

Homemade Beef Bourguignon 
Beef Cooked in Red Wine with Bacon, Mushrooms and Onion 

Roast Lamb 
With Mint Sauce 

Homemade Steak and Ale Pie 
Chunks of Beef Cooked with our Local Beer. 

Homemade Game Keepers Chicken 
Chicken Breast Cooked with Mushrooms and Onion in Red Wine 

Fish Cakes 
With Creamy Parsley Sauce 

Homemade Wild Mushroom Goulash 

Wild Mushrooms with Walnuts in Creamy Sauce. 

Lasagne Verdi 
Served with a Crisp Salad Garnish and Garlic Bread 

****** 

Sweet Board and Coffee 

***** 

Three Courses £15.95 


